AGREEMENT
CONCERNING THE SHIPWRECKED VESSEL RMSTITANIC

The States Parties to this Agreement,

Recdling the sinking of the British flag White Star Lines ocean liner RMS Titanic on
her maiden voyage on April 15, 1912, in waters of the northwest Atlantic 325 miles
southeast of Newfoundland, Canada, in which the lives of 1,523 of the 2,228 persons
on board were logt;

Aware tha dnce RMS Titanic was fird located on the Canadian continenta shdf in
1985 it has been the object of a number of subsequent explorations and that over
5,000 artifacts have been recovered;

Mindful that further dives if not properly regulated, risk disturbing the remans of
those for whom the RMS Titanic is ther find resing place and the integrity of the
wreck and its remaining artifacts;

Cognizant of the unique higoric sgnificance and symbolic vaue of, and internationa
interest in, RMS Titanic;

Congdering the rdevant provisons of the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the
Seq, including Article 303 thereof;

Dedring that artifacts henceforth recovered from RMS Titanic be kept together and
intact as project collections in a manner that can provide for public access and the
curation of such project collections in perpetuity;

Seeking to ensure the protection of RMS Titanic and its atifacts for the benefit of
present and future generations; and

Recognizing that in Situ presarvation is the most effective way to ensure such
protection, unless otherwise judified by educationa, scientific or culturd interests,

induding the need to protect the integrity of RMS Titanic and/or its artifacts from a
ggnificant threet;

HAVE AGREED asfollows:

Articlel
For the purposes of this Agreement, unless the context otherwise requires,
(@ "RMS Titanic" means the shipwrecked vessd RM S Titanic;
(b) "Artifacts’ means the cargo of RMS Titanic and other contents, including

those associated objects that are scattered in its vicinity and any portion of the
hull;



(© “Rules’ means the Rules Concerning Activities Aimed a the RMS Titanic
and/or its Artifacts contained in the Annex, which shdl form an integrd part of
this Agreement; and

(d “Prgect” means dl activiies amed a RMS Titanic and/or its atifacts
caried out pursuant to an authorization provided in accordance with this
Agreement.

Article 2
RMS Titanic shdl be recognized as.

(@& a memorid to those men, women and children who perished and whose
remains should be given agppropriate respect, in accordance with this
Agreement; and

(b) an underwater historicad wreck of exceptiond internationa importance
having a unique symbalic vaue.

Article3

Each Party shdl take al reasonable measures to ensure that dl artifacts recovered
from RMS Titanic after entry into force of this Agreement, that are under its
juridiction, are conserved and curated consstent with the rdevant Rules and are kept
together and intact as project collections.

Article4

1. Each Party shdl take the necessary measures, in respect of its nationds and vessdls
flying itsflag, to regulate through a system of project authorizations:

(@ entry into the hull sections of RMS Titanic so that they, other artifacts and
any human remains are not disturbed; and

(b) activities amed at the artifacts from RMS Titanic found outsde the hull of
the wreck so that dl such activities are, to the maximum extent practicable,
conducted in accordance with the Rules.

2. Each Paty agrees that the preferred management technique is in situ preservation
and that project authorizetions referred to in this Artide involving recovery or
excavation amed a RMS Titanic and/or its artifacts should be granted only when
judtified by educationad, scientific, or culturd interests, including the need to protect
the integrity of RM S Titanic and/or its artifacts from a sgnificant thredt.



3. No Paty shal authorize, award or grant exclusve sdvage rights to RMS Titanic
and the atifacts in its vicnity that would preclude nonrintrusve public access
congstent with this Agreement.

4. Each Paty shdl take appropriate actions with respect to its nationds and vessdas
flying its flag to enforce the measures it has taken pursuant to this Agreement.

5. Each Paty shdl take agppropriate actions to prohibit activities in its territory
induding its maitime ports teritorid sea, and offshore terminds, that ae
incong stent with this Agreement.

Articleb

1. Each Paty shdl inform the other Parties of the measures it has taken to implement
this Agreement.

2. Each Paty shall provide copies of requests for authorizations for new projects
made pursuant to Article 4 to the other Parties for comment, together with that Party's
preliminary views on the request. In deciding what action to teke, tha Party shdl
condder any comments it receives from other Parties within 90 days following
transmission to the other Parties of copies of the request.

3. Each Paty shdl inform the other Parties of the written authorizations or denids it
issues with respect to new projects. Each Paty shal dso inform the other Raties of
written authorizations or denids that it issues with respect to amendments to
previoudy issued project authorizations.

4. The Paties concerned shdl consult with a view to harmonizing the regulaion of
the activities conducted by nationds, or vesses subject to the flag jurisdiction, of
more than one Party.
5. The Paties concerned shdl consult with a view to harmonizing enforcement
actions in regad to activities conducted in contravention of this Agreement by
nationass, or vessals subject to the flag jurisdiction, of more than one Party.
Article 6

The Paties shdl consult as necessty to review the implementation and
effectiveness of this Agreement.
Article7
1. This Agreement may be amended with the written consent of al Parties.

2. An amendment to this Agreement shal enter into force when the Depostary has
received an instrument of acceptance thereof from all Parties.



Article8

If a dispute arises between two or more Parties concerning the interpretetion or
goplication of this Agreement, those Paties shdl consult among themsdves with a
view to resolving the dispute by negotiation or other peaceful means upon which they
may mutudly agree.

Article9

1. Nothing in this Agreement shdl prgudice the rights, jurisdiction and duties of any
State under international law as reflected in the 1982 United Nations Convention on
the Lawv of the Sea, nor the present or future cams and legd views of any Stae
concerning the law of the sea or the future development of internationd law regarding
underwater cultural heritage.

2. If a gened multilaerd Convention on the protection of underwater cultura

heritage enters into force for al Parties they shdl consult to discuss the relationship
between this Agreement and that Convention.

Article 10

1. A State may indicate its consent to be bound by this Agreement by:

(@ dgnature, without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or
goprovd,

(b) signature followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(c) accession.

2. Ingruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accesson shdl be deposited
with the Depositary.

Article11

1. This Agreement shdl be open for sgnature by dl States a London from 6
November, 2003 to 5 November, 2004.

2. This Agreement shdl enter into force on the date on which two States have
indicated thelr consent to be bound in accordance with Article 10. Theredfter, the
Agreement shdl enter into force for a State on the date that State has indicated its
consent to be bound in accordance with Article 10.



Article 12

Any Paty may denounce this Agreement by providing written notification to the
Depostary. The denunciation shal teke effect for that Party Sx months after the date
of the receipt of the natification, unless the notification specifies alater date.

Article 13

The origind of this Agreement shdl be deposted with the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irdland, which shdl be the Depostary.
The Depostary shdl tranamit certified copies thereof to dl dgnatory and acceding
States.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersgned being duly authorized by their
respective Governments, have signed the present Agreement.

DONE at London, this sxth day of November, 2003, in the English and French
languages, each text being equdly authentic.

For the Government of Canada :

For the Government of the French Republic:

For the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland :

For the Gover nment of the United States of America:



Annex

RULES CONCERNING ACTIVITIES AIMED AT THE RMS TITANIC AND/OR
ITSARTIFACTS
l. General Principles

1. The preferred policy for the preservation of RMS Titanic and its
atifactsisin situ preservation.

2. Activities shdl avoid disturbance of human remains.

3. Adivities utilizing nondestructive techniques and nonrintrusve surveys and
sampling shdl be preferred to those involving recovery or excavation amed a RMS
Titanic and/or its artifacts.

4. Activities shdl have the minimum adverse impact on RMS Titanic and its artifacts.

5. Persons underteking these activities shdl ensure proper recording and
dissemination to the public of hitorical, culturd and archaeologica information.

. Project Design

6. Activities shdl be the object of a project design that shdl include:

@ the objectives of the project;

(b) agenerd description of the methodology and techniques to be employed;

(© adescription of the anticipated funding;

(d) aprovisond timetable for completion of the project;

(e the composition, qudifications and respongibilities of the anticipated team;

® the proposd for or results of dl preliminary work;

()] if applicable, plansfor post-fiddwork;

(h) if gpplicable, aconservation and curation plan;

()] a documentation program;

()  asdety policy;



(k) if gpplicable, arangements for collaboration with museums and other
inditutions;

@ report preparation, contents, and dissemination;

(m) if gpplicable, the anticipated dispogtion of archives, including artifacts; and

n) if gpplicable, aprogram for publication.

7. If unexpected discoveries are made or circumstances change, the project design
shdl be reviewed and amended. Amendments to the project design shdl require a

new authorization to be issued.

8. Each project shdl be carried out in accordance with its project design.

[1l.  Funding

9. Proects shal be designed to ensure adequate funding in advance to complete al
stages of the project including the curation, conservation and documentation of any
recovered artifacts, and the preparation and dissemination of the report.

10. The project desgn shdl include contingency plans that will ensure conservation
of recovered atifacts and supporting documentation in the event of any interruption
of anticipated funding.

11. The project design shdl demondrate an ability to fund the project through
completion.

12. Project funding shall not require the sde of atifacts or other nateria recovered
or the use of any drategy that will cause atifacts and supporting documentation to be
irretrievably dispersed.

V.  Duration — Timetable

13. Adeqguate time shdl be assured in advance to complete dl stages of the project,
induding the curation, conservation and documentation of any recovered artifacts,
and the preparation and dissemination of the report.

14. The project design shdl include contingency plans that will ensure conservation

of atifacts and supporting documentation in the event of any interruption in the
anticipated timetable.

V. Objectives, Methodology and Techniques

15. The project desgn shdl include the objectives, proposed methodology and
techniques.



16. The methodology shal comply with the project objectives and with the generd
principlesin section |.

VI. Professional Qualifications

17. Projects shal only be undertaken under the guidance of and in the presence of
qudified technicd and/or professond experts with experience appropriate to the
objectives.  The proect shdl not commence until the identity, qudifications,
experience and responshilities of the team members have been notified to and
gpproved by the relevant national authorities.

18. All persons on the project team shdl be:

@ qudified and have demonstrated experience appropriate to their project roles,
and

(b) fully briefed and understand the work required.

VII.  Preiminary Work
19. The project design shdl include:

@ an assessment that evauates the vulnerability of RMS
Titanic and artifacts to damage by the proposed activities, and

(b) a determination that the benefits of the project outweigh the
potential risk of damage.

20. The assessment shdl dso include background studies and relevant bibliography
of avaladle higoricd and archaeologica evidence, and environmenta consequences
of the proposed project for the long-term stability of RMS Titanic and artifacts.

VIIlI. Documentation

21. Proects shdl be thoroughly documented in accordance with professond
archaeological standards current at the time the project isto be undertaken.

22. Documentation shal incude, a& a minimum, the sysemdaic and complete
recording of the provenance of atifacts moved or removed in the course of the
project, field notes, plans, sections, photographs and recording in other media.

[ X. Artifact Conservation

23. The project desgn shdl include a conservation plan that provides for treatment of
the artifacts in trandt and in the long term.



24. Conservation gl be caried out in accordance with professonad standards
current at the time the project is to be undertaken.

X. Safety

25. All persons on the team shdl work according to a safety policy prepared
according to professond and lega requirements set out in the project design.

Xl.  Reporting

26. Interim reports shal be made avalable according to a timetable sat out in the
project design, and provided to rlevant nationa authorities.

27. Reportsshdl include:

@ an account of the objectives,

(b) an account of the methodology and techniques employed;

(© an account of the results achieved; and

(d) recommendations concerning consarvation of any artifacts removed during the
course of the project.

XIl.  Curation of Project Collection

28. The project collection, including any artifacts recovered during the course of the

project and a copy of al supporting documentation, shall be kept together and intact

in a manner that provides for public access curation and its avalability for

educationd, scientific, cultura and other public purposes.

29. Arrangements for curaion of the project collection shdl be agreed before any
project commences, and shall be set out in the project design.

30. The project collection shdl be curated according to professond standards current
at the time the project isto be undertaken.

X111, Dissemination

31. Projects shdl provide for public education and popular presentation of the results.

32. A find synthess shdl be provided to rdevant nationd authorities and made

avalable to the public as soon as possble, having regard to the complexity of the
project.



